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Derek Baron
The Holy Restaurant

The album is built from years of miniature transcriptions
of improvisations, functioning in many ways as a_sister to
Curtain. Half-thoughts and mistakes are revisited, gilded,
and illuminated. The floorboards of the album are laid
with piano, organ, string pads, while serrated accruements
(distortions, flourishes, and recording interferences) step
and drop overhead. The resulting conflux, as Baron notes
in the accompanying booklet “becomes the point and the
problem to explore.”

The second track “Oven Girls” opens with us galloping
on a horse in some video-game meadow on a bed of
MIDI strings. Abruptly, a helicopter soars over us and we
transition to a latticed guitar and woodwind exploration.
The album rolls on in this fashion, juxtaposing musical
half-sentences within a museum of sounds rag-

picked from history and daily life. Emotional interviews
with Midwestern friars who build and sell caskets are

set against gothic piano and guitar duets. On “Music in
the Casket,” A disorienting and hilariously epic guitar
solo erupts. The penultimate titular piece, “The Holy
Restaurant,” sets a text written by Baron’s grandfather.
A small chorus voices his words, echoing the humanistic
storytelling of “Blue” Gene Tyranny’s “A Letter From
Home.” Under sunlit piano progressions, a fleet of
smokey trumpets emetges.

Running throughout the album is a series of “traces™
short melodic phrases painted over again and again with
different real and MIDI instrumentation. The “luxurious
asceticism of doubling” as Baron puts it. They explain,
“Part of the allure for me is that the ‘original’ material is
itself kind of thin, sketchy, meaningless, maybe calling
attention to itself only by way of a felicitous mistake.
Hearing, transcribing, and learning what was basically
only ever played first on accident becomes the guiding

concern.”

The album’s shifting, variegated forms and voices pass
quickly; the record feels both comforting and elusive,
suitable for any hour of the day.

The Holy Restaurant features guest players Ed Atkins,
Lucy Liyou, Quentin Moote, Emily Martin, Dominic
Frigo, Jacob Wick, and several of Baron’ family members.



Artist Bio:

Derek Baron is a composet, writer, and teacher.
They play in the bands Cop Tears and Permanent
Six Flags, and run the record label Reading Group.
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